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Access to Opportunity: Improving Transit in Southeast Michigan
[bookmark: _GoBack]For years, public transit in the greater Detroit region has varied between a struggle and a joke, especially in comparison to other major metropolitan areas around the country. 
Nearly everyone has experienced or heard about our transit problems. Far too many people struggle to get to jobs, like James Robertson who became famous as The Walking Man because when his car broke down, our region’s transit system left him to walk 21 miles to get to work each day. Other places where buses do operate, they’re often so slow and uncoordinated that it can take two or three hours to get across county borders. Many seniors feel trapped in their homes when they can no longer drive. And we’ve got one of the only major airports without convenient public transit!
Thankfully, we’ve got a chance to change this transit crisis.  
The Regional Transit Authority of Southeast Michigan (RTA) was created to tackle the problems of uncoordinated and underfunded regional transit. Following two years of studying the problem, listening to public outcry, and evaluating solutions, they’ve proposed a plan to address these transit problems. 
· To enable more people to access jobs, the RTA will expand public transit service into job centers like Livonia, Novi, and Rochester that are currently inaccessible by transit. 
· To provide quick seamless transit across the region, the RTA will build the region’s first rapid transit lines, providing fast frequent transit along Woodward, Gratiot, and Michigan Ave.
· To ensure independence and mobility for seniors and people with disabilities, the RTA will coordinate and expand their special door-to-door services.
· And the RTA will provide convenient affordable express service to Detroit Metro Airport from all throughout the region.  
On the November 8 ballot, voters in Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw and Wayne Counties, including Detroit, will be asked to approve a 1.2 mil property tax measure to enable these and other transit improvements. For an average southeast Michigan household with a $156,000 home ($78,000 taxable value), this would cost $92 per year, or less than $8 per month. Even with this increase, our region would still spend near the lowest amount per capita of any major metropolitan region for transit. 
If we believe everyone should who is willing to work should be able to do so, we need to provide people reasonable means to get to work. If we want our region’s seniors to be able to stay in their homes and enjoy the things that matter to them, we need to provide them the means to get to around, even after they can no longer safely drive. If we want to be a world-class city that can compete for the nation’s top businesses and workers, we need to make it easy and affordable to get from the airport to downtown and beyond. 
Isn’t it about time that southeast Michigan provides a high quality transit system that enables people to get to work, to doctors, to the airport and beyond? Learn more about the RTA’s plan for improving transit at www.RTAmichigan.org/MasterPlan. Then show your support by signing onto the transit support campaign at www.aCoalitionforTransit.com/TRU.html.  

Information provided by Transportation Riders United (TRU), a nonprofit organization dedicated since 1999 to improving public transit throughout greater Detroit. Learn more at www.DetroitTransit.org, www.facebook.com/DetroitTransit, www.Twitter.com/DetroitTransit, or by calling 313-963-8872. 
